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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-63 
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Introduced by Council Member Dennis
Date of Introduction: January 22, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: January 22, 2019
Type of Action: Resolution requesting Attorney General’s Opinion 
Bill Summary: This bill requests an opinion from the Florida Attorney General about whether the Freedom of Speech Clause under Article I, Section 4 of the Florida Constitution is violated if public officials restrict access to their personal social media accounts. The Office of General Counsel is directed to draft a legal opinion to answer the same question prior to forwarding this resolution to the Florida Attorney General.
Background Information: This legislation is a request for an opinion from the Florida Attorney General to address an inquiry regarding social media account access to clarify whether it is a violation of the Free Speech Clause if a public official restricts another individual’s access to the public official’s personal social media account. Article I, Section 4 of the Florida Constitution stipulates that: Every person may speak, write and publish sentiments on all subjects but shall be responsible for the abuse of that right. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions and civil actions for defamation the truth may be given in evidence. If the matter charged as defamatory is true and was published with good motives, the party shall be acquitted or exonerated. 
Policy Impact Area: Freedom of Speech Clause and social media account access

Fiscal Impact: No cost to the City
Analyst: Hampsey
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